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European Otter
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DAY 1 - CONFERENCE MARCH 12, 2026

Q@ ANTWERP PROVINCE BUILDING, Kon. Elisabethlei 22,
2018 Antwerp, Belgium

9:00 Welcome coffee

9:30 Welcome speech and introductions

Distribution of the European otter,
Anna Loy, IUCN Otter Specialist Group

Rewilding: how the beaver precedes the otter,
Ellen Van Norren, Dutch Mammal Society

Co-existence: lessons learned from Austria,
Christina Wolf-Petre, WWF-Austria

Ecotoxicology, the European otter as indicator of environmental
health, Anna Roos, Greenland Institute of Natural Resources

11:30 Break out sessions:
« Otters in Belgium, Vinciane Schockert (DEMNA), Joris Everaert
(INBO), Quentin Dubois (National Parc Semois)
« Modelling distribution and densities, Simon Lacombe (University of
Montpellier) .
« Education and outreach, Ben Yoxon (International Otter Survival

Fund)
12:30 Lunch break
13:30 Camera trapping for insights in otter ecology,

Patrick White and Mel Findlay, Edinburgh Napier University

Reintroductions: experiences from The Netherlands,
Arjen de Groot & Hugh Jansman, Wageningen University
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15:05 Break out sessions:
+ Otters in cities, Paddy Sleeman (University College Cork)
» Connectivity, Irene Weinberger (ProlLutra) and Michiel Stas (Interreg
Project Otter beyond borders)
» Otters in France, Cecile Kaufman (Frensh Society for study and
protection of mammals)

15:55 Break out sessions:

» Otter collaboration in Europe, Michiel Stas (Flemish Agency for
Nature and Forest)

» Monitoring with dogs and eDNA, Ellen Van Krunkelsven (Federal
Police), Brenda Fabre (Province of Antwerp) and Rein Brys (Flemish
Research Institute for Nature and Forests)

» Otter-friendly fish fykes and fish ponds, Sarah Layendecker (WWF-
Austria)

Closing speech

17:00 Reception

—— |t is compulsory to participate to day 1to take part in the field trip.

DAY 2 - FIELD TRIP MARCH 13, 2026
Q@ SCHELDT VALLEY

9:00 Departure from Antwerp

9:30 Guided walk (4km) or bike ride (15km), floodplain in Kruibeke.

Guides:

Stefaan Nollet (Flemish Waterway for the Polders of Kruibeke)
Piet Thys (De Vlaamse Waterweg for the Sigmaplan)

Bram Vereecken (ANB for the Polders of Kruibeke)

Peter Claus (National Parc Scheldt Valley)

* & & &

13:00 Lunch back in Antwerp
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SPEAKERS INFORMATION

Sarah Layendecker works for WWF
Austria, focussing on national species
protection (oiter & beaver) She did her
thesis with Prolufra on microplastic
pollution of the ofter. In addition, she
leads wildlife excursions for chitdren;

Ellen Van Norren is a species
conservalion specialist at the Dutch
Mammal Soclely. She focuses on bringing
back native wildiife by combining
collaboration, solving botllenecks, habitat
restoration, and ecological manitoring,
Her work helps create the right conditions
for species such as the clier, he beaver
and the wolf to return and thrive.

Patrick White [s Associate Professor of
Applied Ecology in Centrefor
Conservalion and Restoration Sciance.
Hiz research focuses on enhancing
professional practice in ecology and
conservation, by working to provide a
robust evidence-base for praciifioners in
wildlife monitoring, management and
policy.

Mel Findlay is a senior visiting research
fellow at Edinburgh Napier Universily and
run Findlay Ecology Services Lid. & smail
ecological consuliancy in Scotland.
Otters have been a central theme
throughout her career, which led fo a PhD
examining Row lield surveys and carmera-
frapping methodologies can be
optomised This research also resulled in
novel behavioural observalions of oflers.
with a focus on otfer resting places.
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Anna Roos studies contaminants and
heaith in aquatic top predaters, such
marine mammals (seals and cetaceans),
otters and ospreys. Her phD focused on
otters (Lutra lutral, contaminants and
heatth. She is part of the management
group for ILCN Otter Specialist Group
[0sG]),

Paddy Sleeman has been involved in
research on wild mammals

for many years, focusing on lrish stoats,
badgers, bals as well as otfers. lnvolved
in the davelopment and delivery of
vaccing

against bovine tubercuiosis for badgers,
he has sisc worked in East Africa and
Madagascar de-raliing islands.

Arjen de Groot, as a genetic ecologist,
focuses on l.tshy DA analysis to monitor
‘blodiversity and the vitality of animat
-popuiations. Arjen is project leader of the
maonitoring programme for the Dutch ofter

. population, for which non-nvasive

genetics has formed the basis for over 20

Jﬂmhmshmﬂatmmm
sdmdmemhmﬂymhummman
‘ecalogist, He works as an animal
ecologist at Wageningen University &
Research, where he deals with wildiife
-management and conservation in the
Netherdands. He has been a key player in
maamﬂﬂm follow up of the ofter
reintreductions-in The Netherlands.

REGISTRATIONS OPEN UNTIL MARCH 1.
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Céclle Kaufman joinad the French
Sochely for the Study and Protection of
Mamymals [SFEPM) as coordinater of the
National Action Plan (2019-2028) for the
Eurasian Otter, after completing her
studies In bodiversity consarvation, She
leads [he implementation of the Plan af
the national level and coordimates various
projects in collabaration with
stakeholders across the country.s has
formed the basis for over 20 years,

Vinciane Schockert is a zoologlsi,
graduated from ULldge. She s currantly a
qualifled Mamrmnal Expert’ at the
Department of Study of the Natural and
Agricultural Environment (DEMNA] of the
Walloon Public Service (SPW) She holds
a Master's degrea in Sclences for
developing counirias, zoology/animal
biology, and an interuniversity Master's
degree in Ecodevelopmeant, Natural
Sciences of the Earth and Life.

Joris Everaert Is a biologlst, working as a
birds and mammals specialis! at the
Research Instifule for Nature and Fores!
[INBO) of the Flemish govemment. He is
the co-authar of the Flemish otter
pratection plan, malnly for the
defragmentalion action part, Asa
volunteer he Is also very aclive with
manitaring and pratection projects in the
Durme and Scheldt river valleys in
Flanders.

Christina Wolf Petre studled zoology and
environmerndal economics. She s part of
the species conservalion team at WWE-
Austria and Have been working on conflict
species such as lynx, woll, beaverand
ofler since many years. To mee! today’s
challenges of growing conflicls, she
recently finlshed her fralning as a
meadiator.

Branda Fabre is parc ranger far the
Frovince of Antwerp with a parliclar
inferest for bats and otters. She js fraining
her dog to detect ofter spraints.

Ellen Van Krunkelsven is a biologist She.
works for the federal police, where she fs
& frafner and provides advice on dog
behavior as a behavioral biclogist. in
addition, she coordinates the eco-search
dig profect for INBO for research,
mionitoring or control of invasive species.
She trains her dog on ofterspraints and
the larva-of the European stag beelle.

Quentin Dubols is in charge of several
actions incliding scienlific monitoring,
restoration and protection measures
linked o walercourses for the Semais
Valley National Park. He implements
actions of restoration/protection
targeting riverine plantations, river banks
and wetlands and adapling bridges

/ through wildiife crossings crealion.

Eenfmfngedmﬁmammr
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“aducation. Through community outreach
and I0SF's Team Otter programme, Ben is
inspiring the next generation of
Mﬁmmﬂmsmm
olters as a magsoot-
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